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1825 \ IOC:\"T PROSPECT 

1Jn flrntorhun 
E ld ers of \I t. P rospect Ch urch 11·ho have di ed S Ill Ce the 

One Hu nd redth /\nn i1·e rsa ry Celebration. 

I OH.\" P /\RKE R WHITE. SR. 

born 11[ arch 23 . 1858 died J!f ay 29, 19 34 

Scn·ed as ci der from October l. l 893 to t he date of hi s dca t h. and as Cle rk 
of Sess ion rrom \ la ,· l. 190 1. to t he date or hi s death. 

RI D DILE SA\ IlJEL R ASKIN 

boru NI arch 30, 1866 died March 13, 1936 

Scn-cd as elder from \ lay 9, l9 l+. to t he da te of hi s death . 

J A\ IES P ATTER SO.\" \ IcCARRELL 

born j ul'Y 29, 1872 died M arc i, 9. 

Sen ·ed as elder from .\l ay 9. 191+. to t he date of hi s dc;ith. 

W E LL DO.\" E 

Se rvan t of Goel , we ll cl one 1 

R est from th y lm·ed employ; 
T he ba ttl e fo ught, the victory won, 
E nte r t hy \laster's joy . 

The pa ins of deat h a re pas t, 
L abor and sorrow cease, 
And Li fe ' s long wa rfa re closed at las t, 
Thy soul is fo und 111 peace . 

J A'dE S .\ fo:\" T GO:ll E RY 
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FOR\VORD 

The Hi sto ry o r :-It. Prospect Church, p repared 

and publi shed 2t t he time or t he Centennial Celebra­
t ion in 1925, had as its a im the making readil y ac­
cess ib le the materi a ls conce rning this Church and the 
perpetuating of the traditions that set fo rth her in­
ceptio n and the hi story of her development. The 

pape rs read at the seventy-fifrh ann ive rsa ry, the his­
tory of the cong regation prepared by R ev. T. R. 
Alexander and the history of \\" ash ington Presbyte ry 
as 1,1·e ll as church reco rd s have been the sources o f 

in fo rmation, and without their help the efforts of t he 
Centenn ial Hi sto ri c-al Committee would have been 
futile. Thi s present ,~·ork includ es the rormer history 
with a few add it ions and co rrect ions toget her with 
the hi storr of the Church from 1925 to 1950. The 

p resent committee hereby acknowledges the careful 
work done by the earl ier comm ittee. \\ ·e hope that 
th is editi on of our history will be as favo rably re­

ceived as wa s the ea rli er work . 

-HISTORICAL Co:-.DIITTEE. 

1950 
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11ltstory 

7jT HE REAL pioneers of 11"estern civilization 1Ye re the men 11·(10, at 
\:.i' the first, sca leJ the ,\ lleg Len y :\fountains a nd settled 111 South-

11"estern Penn sy lvani a . Hence, 11·e say the pla nt ing of the Presb)·ter ia n 

Church in this region was a g reat hi storical epoch. r\ mong- these 

ea rl y sett lers, could be found, here and there, a stu rdy Cod-fearing 

Pres byte rian fam il y. But it was not until later, that these Presb1·­

te rian families became suffi cientl y numerous to g ive character to the 

population . They came, some of them, direct from across the .\ tlantic, 
a few from .\Jew J ersey and \ 'irgin ia , but the ma jority from Chester. 

Yo rk. Lanca ste r, ~'\onhampton a nd Cumbe rl and Ccuntie:i. in Penn­

sy lvania ; Cecil County. in :daryland, and \"ew Castle Count1·, in 
Dela11·a re. In rac ial descent, t hey " ·e re predom inantl y Scotch-Irish, 

and possessed the well-known traits of that histo r ic people. In respect 

to moral and reli g ious character, it cannot, of course, be claimed that 

they 11·ere, without exception, ideal Christians. :\Ian y of them . like 

their descendants, had more of Scotch-Irish v im than of divine grace, 
and there 1rns much in the advers ity of t he tim es to tempt them : 

but it is to be no ted that even when they failed in practical piet1·, they 

11·ere apt to remai!1 loyal to gospe l truth, and from this cause. not in­

frequently trained up a ge neration to fo llow them, better than them­
se lves . Furthermore, there were a lways among th em, not a few 

lead ing characters, who 11·e re em inently god ly persons, 11·hcse influence 

leave ned , in a measure, the entire community. Without disparagement, 

therefore, of what was done by other den om inations of Christians, 

it may safe ly be said that the ch ief rel ig ious influence exerted in the 

\\' est in that clay, was what came from the Presbyte ri an Church­

using the term Presbyterian in its broader se nse as in clusive of the 

Associate, the Associate R eformed and the R e form ed Presbyterian 

bod ies, as well as our own. 
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The organ izat ion of the ~fount Prospect Church, in the year J 825, 
was the culm in ation of the desire of the people in this ne ighborhood 
to ha,·e a Pres byte rian Church nearer their homes, as the already es­

tablished ch urches of Upper Buffalo, Cross Creek, Raccoon and l\ Iill er's 
Run were each seve ral miles distant. 

Some of the lead ing families that were interested in the ne,~· or­
rarnzation v.-ere those o{ \Y illiam Hughes, J ohn Cowen, \Vi l! iam 
Simpson, Robert :\ Iarshall, Robert \\ ' a llace, Samuel :\Ioore, Charles 
Campbell. David :\IcG ug in, Simeon Haynes, Archy Stewart. James 
~\ Ii ller, \\'i lliam \\' a ll ace, J ohn Lyle, W illiam \\' a lker, Samuel Cowen, 

and :\. Farra r. T he persons named and their fam ilies, along w ith 
others no doubt of whom no certain knowledge can now be obta ined, 
constituted t he fi rst me mbership cf the chu rch. 

Hm1·eve r, t he hi story of this congregation really begins befo re 
.\I t. Prospect had an organized existence. :\ Ieetings we re first he ld 

in the homes and late r in the grove just be low the road south-east of 
the present ch urch bu ild in g. 

As this new miss ion proved successfu l during the summer of 1824, 
it was tnoug ht p racticab le to continue and perpetuate it in an o rgan­

ized form. A:s a res ul t a petition to t hat encl was p resented to the 
Presbyterv of W as hi ngton and we quote from t he records of 

Presbyter: : 

C Ross R oAos (FLORE:,.;cE) DEc. 28, 1824 

A petitiou was prese11ted to Presbytery signed by 
White and others, as a committee of a number of families 
attached to the Presbyteria11 Church in the neighborhood 
of Mt . Pleasant (H ie/wry), praying that a new congre­
gati011 may be established in that ne·ighborhood, with a 
view to a u.nio11 betwee11 such congregation, if established, 
a11d that of Nrillers R u11 ·in the bounds of the Presbytery 
of Ohio . 

It appearing to presbvter)' th.at the 11ew Co11grega­
tion, if established, would be liluly materially to e_ff ect the 
congregatio11s of C ross Cree!? aud Upper B uffalo it was 
therefo re resolved to be inexpedient to grant the prayer 
of said petition. 

9 
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Those pionee r famil ies, 11·ith the ir Scotch Iri sh vim, demon stra ted 
thei r dete rmination in the matte r by p rese nt ing another petition to 

p resbyte ry at its next meeti ng he ld in the F irst Presbyterian Church 
of \\"ashington . ..-\ p r il 19th and 20th, 1825 . \Ye t urn again to the 

records of presbyte ry as of April 20th, 1825 a nd we q uote: 

A petition si"11ed by a number of persons, citizens 

of th e 'L1illage of Jlo1111tpleasa 11t a11d its vaci11ity, praying 

for promission lo build a house of worship 011 the farm 

of Jfr. H a~.'lles , half a mile wes t of the aforesaid village 

Tas presented to Presbytery. 

011 motion resol·ved, that the prayer of the petition 

be gra11t ed. 

Hence it appea rs that the history of .\I t . P ros pect as a Prcsb~·tcr-
1an body rea lly begin s with April 20, 1825 . 

I t is a foregone conclusion that the fa rm of .\Ir. H aynes as men­
t ioned in the above min utes was th&t of Simeon H ay nes, as an exa m­
inatio n of the records in the R eco rder's office at \\" as hington re,·eal s 
t he fact that at that time he O\\·ned 95 ac res o f la nd just 11·est of 

Hickory . T here is no reco rd of a ny other H ay nes ow ning propert~· in 
.\I t. P leasant Township at that rime. Furtherm ore tile name of Sim­
eon H aynes appears in the old records of t he Ch urch as being among 
t hose who were act ive ;n its affai rs in those ea rl y clays . 

Th is la nd is at present owned by J. \\' . Ca rli s le, t he C. C. Carlisle 

estate, the .\ Ian ufacturers Light and Heat Com pan y, and others. Thu s. 
t he wo rd ing of the fo rego ing petit ion seems to prove that it ,,·as the 
in tention of those p resenting said petit ion to loca te the new chu rch not 
far from the p resen t location of the Gas office . \ \" e have neithe r record 
nor tradit ion concern ing this matte r and our onl y knowledge of same 

1s t hat to be fo un d in the foregoing minu te o f P res by tery. 

L ikewise, we do not know what dete rmined locat ing the first 

ch urch b uil d ing on t he present site . T he locati o n actuall y chosen 
was on land t hen belonging to R obe rt L y le a nd thi s spot is a bo ut 
one and one-ha lf m il es west of H ickory com pa red with t he ·'one-half 
mile"' me n t ioned in t he petition. I t woul d appea r t hat the land upon 
whi ch t he ch urch was e rected was "dona ted" fo r th e pur pose at that 

10 
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time, si nce no transfe r of land is on record until .\Iarch 7, 185 1 when 

Davi d Lyle, son of R obert Lyle, conveyed to the Trustees of J\It. 
Prospec t P resbyter ian Church a tract..containing 3 Acres 12 Perches 
at a conside ra ti on of $30.00. This transfer \\·as effected soon after 
the ch urch became an incorporate body in 1851. (On June 17, 1861. 
David Ly le conveyed another tract containing 137 perches to the trus­

tees ·o r a cons ide rat ion o f $23.00. On .\Iarch I, 1872 James \Ianson 
com·e,·ecl to the t rustees a tract containing 102 perches for a consider­

at ion of $4.00. This last was used by the contractor to obtain cla:· 
for bu rning the b ri ck fo r the present church building.) 

following t he organ ization of the congregation in 1825 and be­
fore the erect ion of the fi rst church bui lding, meetings were aga in 
he ld in the grove sout h-east of the church at ,,·hat the older members 
termed the "Ten t", wh ich cons isted of a canopy o r hood-like arrange­
menc o f boards in wh ich the minister stood . The congregation, seated 

upon the ground, logs and rough benches. had the sky as its canopy. 

The congregation has been particularly fortunate in its elders. 

J\t tL e time the organization of the church was effected, three elders 
were chosen, all of whom had been acting elders in the congregations 
to 11· hich they had previously belonged. These men were William 

Simro on from I\ Iill er's Run , \~-dliam Hughes and John Cowen from 
L'p1~er Buffa lo. T hey were characterized as men of s trong m inds, 
determined pur pose, and devoted piety. All these men continued 
to b,· ruling elde rs in .\ fount Prospect until their death s. Wi ll iam 
Simro on died .:\ Iarch 20, 1848, \\ "illiam Hughes died April 17, 1831, 
J ohn Cowen died A ugust 11, 1833 . 

Previous to the call ing of a pastor, the list of supplies contained 

the n?.mes of the followin g ministers: .\IcCluskey, .\Ierce r, Anderson. 
Elis i1a .\IcCurdy, .\'esbitt, William Smith, J oh n Hami lton, \ "incent. 

H oge. Stockton and H ervey, who afterward became the first pastor. 
The :0 rice pa id the supp li es was three dollars. The first sac rament of 
whic :, there is a reco rd, was administered the fourth Sabbath of .\Iay 
1827. b,· D r. Anderson and Eli s ha I\IcCurdy . 

The fir s t house of worship, a frame building. was erected soon 

afte r ~he organ ization of the church, probably late in 1825 or earl:· 
1826. The actua l cost of the building \\·as ve ry low, owing to the 
fact : :.at a great dea l of the material was donated and much vol untar:.­
labor ,,·as performed. Hugh \kCo naughey, later to be chosen an 
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elder. appears to ba,-e been in charge of the const ruction work. smce 
there is a record of a se ttlement between "the tr ustees of \I t. Prospect 
meeting house and Hugh \IcConaughey for the building 
of the house according to contract " Th is building, it is be­
lieved, was never formally dedicated but, with Scotch Iri s h directness, 
\\·a s simply occupied by the people. 

D ,\\ 'ID HER\ .E Y ( 1828- 1835) 

In the fall of 1828, a call was presented for the pa storal services 
of the R ev. David Hervey, and that he mi ght be free from \\·ordly 
cares a nd avocations, they prom ised and obli ged themselves to pay 
him the sum of $350 ann ua ll y. The ca ll was accep ted , and on D ecem­
ber 3, 1828, he was in stalled th,, first pastor of thi s ch urch, Dr. \ry!ie 
preaching the sermon and Dr. Anderson delive ring the charges. \Ir. 
Hervey had been a farmer, until the age of twe nty-s ix; then deciding 
to prepare for the ministry, he entered Jefferson Col lege and graduated 
in the class of 1825. During !1is pastorate here, he li ved in a house 
built by Hugh \ kCona ughey in Woodrow, and now owned bv the 
hei rs of R obert Phillips. He taught the youth of the church pri,-acely 
in hi s home. 

The Sunday Schoo! was o rganized in the sp ring of I t:l29, 11·ith a 
membership of 109. The first superintendent was J ames Hughes. 

The following elders were added to the sess ion d uring \Ir. Her­
yey's pastorate: Charles Campbell ( 1828-183 3), Hugh \IcCona ughey 
( 1828-1 874), R obe rt Lyle ( 1834- 1843), Andrew Farrar ( 1828-1 832), 
Samuel \Ioore (1834- 1848). 

!\s near as can be ascertained frcm the records, \ Ir. Hen·ey left 
\lount Prospect with a membership of 130, more than double the 
number enrol led at the time of o rgan ization. Afte r se rving two other 
congregations, Lower Buffalo and \Vell sburg, he ret ired in 1879, and 
spe nt two years in missionary work in Illinois . H e d ied Jun e 19, 188 1. 

J OH:\' \IOORE ( 1837- 1845) 

The Rev. J or.n ~\ Ioore became the second pasto r of \ [aunt Pros­
pect April 1, 1837, and continued in the pastorate until April 17. 1845. 
Hi s sa lary was fixed at $450. \Ir. \Ioore bought the propert~· now 
occupied by George Knauer and nearby he erected a bu ilding \\·here 
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>·oLmg men were given academic t raining. Eighty accessions are re­

corded during hi s ministry . 

In .\Iay 1838, a Ju ve nil e .\Ii ssionary Society was organ ized to 
11·hich any ch ild between 6 and 16 could belong. The annual clues 
were 12 ,Yi cents, this sum to be used to help in sending the blessed 
gospel to the di sta nt hea then . .\ lee tings 11·ere held once a yea r, at 
the time of the sp ring communion, 11·hen the annual payment ,,·as 
made. The names of the families, whose ch ildren were enroll ed as 
members, are: J\I ill er, Griffith, Ha ys, .\Ic:\ a ry, Longmond, .\Icll va ine, 
Simpson, \iro rk, Sterritt, Porter, .\ loo re, :dcG ugin , .\ lcConaughey, 
Tuten, \\ 'h ire, C0vren, Campbell, Rankin , Douglas, Farrar. R oss and 
Lyle. These names probably link up the fam il y history of the con­
gregation as perfectly as though the li st of ea rly members had been 

given . 

James Hughes ( 1842-1872) , a son of \rilliam Hu ghes, one of the 

first elde rs in th e church, was at this time, made a member of the 

sessi on. 

\' ot alone in modern times have there been ob jections to the 
doctrinal sta ndard s of the ch urch, as the follow ing excerpt from the 
session records o f Septe mber 21 , 183 7, indicates: "Sess ion held a free 

and fu ll conversa tion with two members sepa ratel y and together, in 
which they clearly a nd decidedly denied the right of infants to baptism 
and declared it to be and to ha ve been for some years their fixed senti­
ments that immersion was the only sc ri ptu ral mode. Session after 
mature deliberation, resolved unanim ously, that, fo r the above reasons, 

these n1·0 men hereby are suspended from t he comm union of this 
church, until they adopt the doctrines taught on this subject in the 
confession of faith of the Presbyter ian Church. Session further direct­
ed that the whole proceed ings o f this case be read from the pulpit." 

These do ubts were probably aroused by the widespread controve rsy. 

at t ha t time, concerning imm ersion. 

DA\ 'ID R. CA.\ IPBELL (1849-1855) 

The ch urch determined to call back one of her own sons to occupy 

the pulp it and at the fall presbytery of 1849, a ca ll was presented fo r 
the seff ices of the Rev. D av id R. Campbell. H e labored with force 
and accepta nce for nearl y six years and, during the ea rl y pan of 
his m:nis try, he occup ied the house nm1· kn own as the tenant house on 

13 
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rhe \\"illi am Ru sse ll farm not fa r fr om rhe ch urch. After rhe death 

::i f hi s wife, he li ved in Hi cko ry where he ta ug ht a pri vare sc hoc l. rh us 

keeping in line with hi s p redecessors . 

Several deaths hav ing occ urred in rhe sess ion, rhe fo ll owing 11·ere 
e lecred : \Y illiam _\f ason Campbell (1848- 1899) . Samuel C oll"en 18-1-8-
1857) , J ames L ee (1850- 1867). 

:-Ir. Campbell died ar Sreubenvil le, Ohi o, in 1873. during his 
pasto rare ar rhe Second Chu rch of rhat city. H e 1ras a man of decided 

p ulpi t ability, evange li ca l spi r ir a nd uni fo rm fairhfulness . I r is un­

usual fo r a congregarion to havc a mini sre r and a n e lder be long ing to 
the sa me famil y a nd se rv in g simultaneously. 

The church became an inco r porate body in 185 0, and the trustees 
who se rved early in her hisrory were J ames L ee, \\"illi am \\ .hi te, Cawn 

:-Icillvaine, J ames Campbell, H enry Coch ran, J a mes R ankin, J oseph 

L y le, P eter Futhey. George Campbell, J ames :- IcGugin. Samuel 

Campbel l. 

\\"TLLI/\_\I KEELJ:\G ( 1858- 1863) 

The vacancy, occas ioned b y rhe resignation of :-Ir. Campbel l, 

conrinued unti l Dece mber 1858, when rhe R ev. \\" illiam B. K eel ing 
was in stalled as pastor . During the whole course of hi s education a nd 

pub li c 1rn rk hi s supe ri o r ta lents and sc holarship were fr ee ly acknowl­

ed ged. but hi s rendency toward controversy a li enated a portion of 
hi s peop le. T he second church building, of b rick, 11·as e recred ar a 

cost of abour $8,000. The congregati on passed through the srirring 
t im es of the Civil \\" a r witho ut poli tical division. D esp ite th e troubl­

ous times, the sess ion records 3how sixry-eig ht access ions. 

J a mes Rankin (1859- 1883) , James F. H ill ( 1859-1 916), la mes 

:-IcElroy (1859-1 86 1) were added to the session. :-Ir. K ee lin g repre­

sented rh e Pres byte ry of W as hin gton in Gene ra l Asse mbl y, at P eo ri a, 
Illino is, rhe las t yea r of hi s pasto rate at _\fount Pros pect. Hi s subse­

q uent m1111 s rry was spe nt in seve ral fie ld s of labo r in th e \\ .est . Hi s 

::leath occurred at Y\'in ona, Illin ois, April 29, 1878. 

Quotati ons fr om the records of the ch urch at th is time, will prob­

ilb ly p rove mo re inte res tin g than comments. 
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June 18, 1859 

·'The sess ion resolved unanimously that hereafter the use of tokens''' 
should be di spensed with at the ce lebration of the L ord's Supper." 

Decembe r 13 , 186 1 
"AL a congregational meeting for the purpose of di spos ing of the seats 
in the ne1\· church, it wa; agreed to se ll the sea ts to the highest bidder. 
A ili" pe rson purchasing a sea t, to pay the amount it sold for within 
sixty days fr om t hi s elate, o r forfeit Lheir claims to the sa me." 

J anuar:· 19, 1860 

" Th e sess ion met and was opened with prayer. The members were 
a ll present except .:\Ir. Hugh l\IcConaughey. The object of thi s meet­
in g of sess ion was to take into considera tion the conduct of some of 
the me mbers of the church. Public rum or charged these 
young pe rsons with having attended a ba ll a r Burgettstown at which 
the:· engaged in dancing. Thi s ball was held on the last Thursday of 
D ecembe r 1859. A committee appointed at a p revious informal meet­
ing of the sess ion, reported that th ey had seen and conve rsed with each 
of these young people separately; and that while some disclaimed any 
participation in the dance, yet they had all acknowledged that they 
had comm itted sin. F o r this they professed deep sorrow and repent­
ance . and further, that they promised that they wou ld neithe r engage 
in nor countenance, promiscuom dancing. In v iew of this report, the 
session decided that in as much as heretofo re, di sc ipline had not been 
infli cted in t hi s church upon any who may have engaged in dancing, 
the refo re, 1. These young people shall be dea lt with, with all the 
Jenie ncr wh ich the laws of God's house will permit. 2. The sess ion 
as t l,e appointed gua rdi ans of th is ch urch exp ress their decided clis­
apprc ba t ion of the cone! uct of the members in question. 3. That a 
min u:e of thi s acti on of the session be read to th e congregation, and 
that a ll be assu red that the sess ion will not tolerate dancing in this 
ch urc:1. '' 

T okC;n; were b its of pewter the size of a small coin and stamped with the initia ls 
of the congregation. They were given to persons attending preparatory sen· ices 
;ind had to be presented at Communion se n·i ce before t he indi,·idual was permitted 
to p,,rta ke of Communion. 
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JOH:\ CAL \ T\' CALD\\.ELL ( 1864-1 868 ) 

The Rev. J. C. Calch1·ell. ,rh ose preaching ,1·as characte ri zed as 
clear a nd forceful, was in sta ll ed pastor :\ovember 1864. Hi s sa la ry 
11·as almost t\\"i ce that paid the first pasto r of th is chu rch. 

During :\Ir. Calch-1·ell' s pastorate, a manse was erected at a cost of 

about $1,600, and the sa me buildin g stand s to-day, but it is no longer 
the property of the cong regat ion. The use o f tab les in the communion 
se rvice was discontinued. :\Ior(: than s ixty affiliated them seh·es with 
the church , in the fo ur years of :\Ir. Caldwell's mini stry . 

Hi s next charge 11·as the Second Church o f \\-as hington . P a ., 
where he rema ined a little more than a yea r, be ing then rel eased to 

the Pres by te ry of :\urth umberl a nd where he se rved as pastor of the 
Lycoming and :\ewbe rry Churches for four yea rs. Then he was 
called to the Central Church o f Chambersb urg, P enna., 1-d1ere h<! 
se rved 1874 to 1883. :\ext he se rved the cong regati on of the First 
Church at \\' est Chester, P en na . H e di ed in 1899. 

A sto ry is to!d which illu strates a characteri s t ic of :\Ir. Calchrell's 
preaching. Th e R ev. Da vid H ervey bein g the re d u rin g a communion 

season a nd noting :\Ir. Calch-1·e ll 's presentation o f the ter ro rs cf the 
la11·, sa id to him aftern·ard, "Caldwel l, a re you easily made angry?" 

·' :\o, I t hink not.'' " \Yr. II then. let me advise you, preach less hell 

and damnation.'' 

.January 25, 1867, Andrew D onaldson (1867-1 880), and Al exander 
\ '. :\IcG ug in (1867-1903) became membe rs of the sess ion. One of 
the present elders, Jam es A :\IcGugin, is the g ran dson of :\[r. D c nald­

son and the son of :\Ir. :\IcGugin. 

ROBERT T. PRICE ( 1868- 1873) 

The ch urch has never been b lest with any very g reat re,·ival, 

but often there have been spec ia l q ui cken in gs, and on a few occasions, 
fairly large access ions have followed . :\inety persons were admitted 
LO membersh ip during the tenure of the R ev. R. T. Pri ce . 

On the twenty-third of :\Iarch 1871 , the c hurch buildin g was 
destroyed by fire . This was the regular evening for the yo un g men's 
praye r meeting and a number had already assembled , but kne11· noth­
in g of the fire. until :\Ir. Al exande r :\IcGugin a rrived a nd in formed 
the m that the roof was then ablaze . In sp ire o f their efforts, they 
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soon found it imposs ible to sa , ·e the building. The third or present 
structure ,~·as ve ry soon e rected at a cost o f abo ut $ 10,000. 

During the tim e, fo ll m1·in~ th e fire and befo re the new chu rch 
11·as completed, while the congregat io n wa s witho ut a place of mef't in g, 
se rvices 11·e re held each Sunday afternoon in the ::\It. Pleasan t l -. P. 
Church in Hickory . 

Two ne,1· nam es appear on the sess ion ro ll in I 869- J. R ecd 
Lvl e ( 1869- 19 16) and J\. E. \\' a lke r ( 1869-1876). 

After leaving _\It. P rospect, _\fr_ Pri ce se rved churches a t Bellen1e 
and Dunbar, Penna. , Shreve and H opewell , Ohio and Crowle:·· La . 

The death of _\ fr _ Price occu rrd a t \\'oostc r, Ohio, April 18, 1925 , 
within two d ays of being one hundred yea rs fr o m the exact date of 
the o !·ga nizati o n o f the church -.1·hich he had se rved so acceptably. 

At thi s juncture we aga in resor t to the church records for material: 

F ebr uary 6, 1872 

" Resolved, that 1\"e assess the sea ts in the c hurch from five dol la rs 
upwards, all a mo un ting to two tho usa nd d ollars, in order to pay 
the d ebt against the church, none to be sold under the ir assessment. 
The purchase r to hold the seats un ti l he or she leaves or ceases to sup­

port the church, the seat then falling into th e hands of the t ru stees . 
An a mendment to the fo rego ing reso luti on was adopted by the t ru stees 
and recom mended to the cong regation: That the sca ts in the ne,r 

church be assessed to t he ll'hole amount of debt aga inst the church, 
with one yea r's interest in addi rion . The lowest rate to be li ve dolla rs 

a nd the highest fift y dollars a nd no ne to be so ld unde r thei r assess­
ment'". T he purch ase r to have no right to di spose of hi s seat or a ny 
part cf it, it to remain as the p roperty of the trustees. Th e purchaser 
to cccu py as lo ng as they continue their support to the congregation. 
The purchase r to have one vear without inte rest to pay the price o f 

his sea t. " 

D ecembe r 17, 1869 

"A plan for more thorough co-ope rative work on the part of the 
e ldersh ip, being proposed by th e mod era to r, was un a nim ously ad0pted 

a nd is as fo ll ows : The congregation having been divided into eight 
districts, a li st contai ning a certa in number of fam ili es was put imo the 

,, T his action res ul ted in the scats being auctione<l off LO L11e highest bidder. In 
spiri ted bidding for one favored seal ncu a window. :\ lilton :\lcCugin is s,1id lo 
ha\'C paid fifty-fi, ·e dollars. thus cxcccdin!' the highest rate quoted. 
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hands of eac h elder . Over the spiritual interests of each fami ly he 
is tO ha,,e a special supervis ion--to vis it eithe r a lone, or in company 

with a nother elde r, each fam ily at least once a q ua rte r. At the ex­
piration o f three mc nths, each member to repo rt hi s ope rations at 

a meeting to be called by the m oderator, when a free exchange of 

opinions concerning, and a concert of prayer s ha ll be had and di s tricts 

be exchanged for the work of ancther quarter." 

Dur ing the :-(e1r Era :\Iove ment, the "Eve ry :\Iember Group 

Orga nization" 1rns recommended to the chu rches of the U. S. A. for 

ad o1,tion , and we find it bea ri ng a st r iking sim il a ri ty to the plan pro­
po::ed by our loca l sess ion in 1S69. This is a n in d icat ion that many 

so-ca lled ne1~· plans a re but the old revived. 

January 17, 1870 

"1 n ,·ie11· of the un sa ti sfacto ry contributions to the vario us boa rd s of 

ou r church during the last fc11· yea rs , the session ordered that here­

after collections for these objects be taken up by subscrirti on until 
further action be taken. The subsc ripti ons to be taken in blank books 
rrcw ided for the purpose, in which the names of a ll the communicant 

mem bers of the church shall be recorded, u nde r each of the seve ral 

boards. At the close of the year, these books are to be exam ined by 
the session and rerort made to the congregation ." 

J anuary 26, 1870 

"Rumor having reached the ea rs o f the sess ion that a member of this 

church. 1~·hile on his way fr om Pittsburgh on the twenty-third of De­

cember 1869, \\'as in a sta te of sha meful intoxicat ion and the report 
being o f such a rel iable characte r as to justify the act ion, a committee 
11·:1~ appointed to visit this member with reference to the matter. 

The committee made their report, stating that they had seen 

an-1 conversed with this member, and that he had mad e a satisfacto1y 

state ment amounting to a virtual confess ion of intox ication and that 
he 1yould meet the sess ion at its s itting to-day . He then came fonrnrd 

an.! 1ras heard. Hi s confession covering about a ll t hat could be proved 

against him, the sess ion after ca reful cons iderati on of the case agreed 

to accept hi s confess ion without further prosecution . This member 

\\·as solemnly warned by the moderato r to be more guarded in the fu­
ture and to avoid. as a member of the church of Ch rist, the occasion 
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of anyth ing 1,1·nich wo uld be calcu lated to give offense or dishono r to 

the cause of reli g ion. Thi s confess ion and the action of the scssic,n 
to be proc laim ed fr om the p ulpi t next Sabbath." 

THO.\IAS R. ALEXA:\DER ( 1873- 1892) 

A pasto rate that lef t a very deep impress ion on the life o f the 

congregation by reason of its length , and also by reason of the ster ling 
integr ity of the man , can without di spa ragement to any othe r tr ui y 
be sa id to be th at of the R ev . Thomas R. Alexander 1~·ho succeeded 
.\Ir. Pri ce in 1873 . and continued pasto ra l relations almost nin eteen 

yea rs. During thi s pastorate t he ch urch stead il y increased in mem­
bership, until in J 89 1, Presbyte ry c redits .\Iount Prospect with 220. 
1n addit ion to his ab ility in the pulpit, h is work as an organ izer is 
quite evident by the o rganizations that had thei r beginning at this 
time . The elder added to the sess ion at this time was J oh n H. '.\Iillcr 
(1875- 1912 ). 

The first minu tes of the \\' omen's .\Ii ssionary Society of .\ Iou nt 
Prospect bea r the d ate of J anuary 27, 1875 . At thi s meeting, an o rga n i­
zation was affected and the fol lowing offi cers elected : Pres ident, :'drs . 
A. \ ' . .\IcGugin; \ 'ice Pres id ent, .\Irs. Elizabeth Hughes White; Sec­

retary, .\Iis s Elizabet h A . .\liller; Treasurer, .\Ii ss .\Iaggie Ewing. Tn 
April of the same yea r, sixty memoers were reported. .\Ii ss Tillie 

Scott and ~\Ii ss Sadie .\IcDowell we re appointed as members of the 
fi rst program committee . .\Ir. Alexander was invited to become a 
member by vote of the soc iety . Article two of the constitu t ion 

se ts fo rth the object of the organ izat ion as fol lo1\·s : " To sec ure sys­
temat ic contributi ons fo r H ome and foreign .\Ii ss ions a nd to dissemi­

nate missiona ry intellige nce; also to encourage Christian effort and 
benevolen t ente rprise in our own immed iate vic inity ." The first pres i­
dent of the soc iety, .\Irs. A. \ ' . .\IcGug i11, t he daughter of Andrew 

Donaldson, one of th e early eld ers of .\fount Prospect, was act ive in 
t he work of the soc iety un t il her death in 1922. From the beginning 
he re reco rd ed, we have to-clay a mis s ionar y society that en li sts in Its 
wor k many of th e women of the ch urch a nd con t ributes liberal ly to 

:\ational and F o reign .\Ii ss ions. 

During thi s pastorate, the yo un g people's work had its beginning 
a nd we find that what is now a 'v\' estmin ster F ell o'A·sh ip was fir st a 
Young .\Ien' s Prayer J\Ieeting and th e records sta te that, "On \\' ednes-
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da>- e \-e ning. F eb ruary 8, 1888, there met at the personal invitation of the 
pasto r, in the sess ion room of .\fount Prospect Church, thirteen young 
men and their pastor, the R ev. T. R. Alexande r, for the purpose of 
organiz in g a you ng men' s p raye r meeting. At th is fir st meeting, each 
o ne 11-as asked to lead in prayer and a ll responded. .\Ieetings were 
held twice a month during \1-inter, sp rin g, and a utumn and were led 
by the pasto r o r one of the yo un g men. In the month of D ecembe r 

1889. it was decided to open the meetings fo r al l the young people of 
the congregation who wished to attend .'' \:o doubt the p resence of 
th e ladies encou raged promptness a nd regular attendance. The time 
of t he meetings 1ras changed to Sabbath and the Bibl e-Sc hool lesson s 
11·ere used as topics . 

.\Ir. Alexander aided in the orga nizati on o f the H ickor>' Academy. 
,~·hich in 1903, becam e the township high school_ H e served in Second 
Church in W ashington and afte r a life th at had counted fo r much , the 
R e\'. .\Ir. Alexander died D ecember 19 18, at hi s home in \\·ashi ngton, 

P ennsy lvania. 

/\:'\DRE\\' TODD TAYLOR ( 1893 -1 896) 

On Aug ust 18, 1893, the Re v. i\. T. T ay lor was in stalled as pasto r 
b,- the fol lowing com mittee of Presbyte ry : The R ev. J. H. Sn0\1-den 

preached the se r mo n, the Re v. Henry W oods cha rged the pasto r and 
the R e\- . T. R. Alexander charged the people. In Octobe r o f the same 
year, the o rdin a ti on and in sta ll ation of the following e lders took place: 
J acob F . .\[cDowel l ( 1893- 19 18), and J o hn P . \Hi te ( 1893- 1934) . 
. \ Ir. \\' hite 11-as the g reat-grandso n of \\'illiam Hughes, a member of 

the first boa rd of e ld ers, and a gra ndson of J a mes Hug hes who was 
accorded the sa me honor in 1842. 

Though .\Ir. Taylor's pastorate here 11-as brief, it accomp li shed 
muc:1 good and the en li sting of the youn g peop le rai sed the benevol­
ences of the ch urch to a higher point than ever before. The statement 

o f t he Presbyte ry of W ash ington bears evidence to the fo regoi ng 
statement by record in g the total benevolences as $6 14 in 1895 . .:'\ OL 

until seYe ra l years later, did o ur missionary gifts again reach that 
heig ht. The R ev . .\Ir. Tay lor, dter three yea rs of se rvice, was called 
to t :1 e Gaston .\Iemorial Church o f Philadelphia, and late r served 

ot 11er lead in g c hurches of our denomination. 

During hi s pasto rate he re, r-Ir. Taylo r m a rr ied a daug hter of Dr. 
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I a mes I. Brmrn son, pastor of the First Presbyte rian Church, \\' ashing­

to n, Penn sy lvania. After the death of .\Ir. Tay lo r, Decembe r 20, 1919, 
.:-Irs . Tayl or became actively engaged in the work of a Di strict Secre­
ta ry of the Board o f F o rei gn .\fi ss ions in which capac ity she se,Ted 
fo r se , ·e ral years. 

_IOH.'\ J. SRODES ( 1897- 1901) 

The Re,·. _l ohn J. Srodes was in stalled pastor of .\ fount P rospect 
in .\ Iay 1897. .·\ t that t ime, th e sala ry paid was $ 1,000 and the use of 
the manse . 

Like the fir st pasto r o f the ch urch, he was a farme r befo re ente r­
ing coll ege in prepa rati on for the gospe l mini stry . 

Hi s genia l di spos ition coupled with a reve rent attitude made \lr. 
SroJes' persona lity an unusua li y pleas ing one. He was capable of 

see ing the brighter s id e of eve ry expe rience a nd of enabling others to 
do so. Thi s sp irit he ca rri ed with him in the wo rk of hi s .\faster as 
el sew here . 

During .\Ir. Srodes' pastorate, ninety persons uni ted with the 
ch urch, thus making the total membership 230. In 1898, Th e Y oung 
P eop le's Praye r .\Iee tin g became a Chr istian Endeavor Society. 

After complet ing fift y yea rs in the eldership, .\Ir. \\'illi am ,\Lason 
Campbell died Au g ust 26, 1899, in his e ighty-th ird year. This ha lf 
centu ry of devoted se rvi ce has ldt its im p ress upon the leaders in ou r 

chu rch to-dav. 

One of th e events o f in te re,t during .\Ir . Srodes' pastorate was t he 

seventy-fifth a nniversary of the founding of the church. obsen·ed 
Septembe r 1900. A pape r, "The Early Hi sto ry of the Ch urch". pre­
pa red and read by him at that time has been of in sp irati on and he lp 

in t he present hi stori ca l effort. 

:-Ir. Srodes was re leased fro m the pastorate here in 1901 upon 
being ca ll ed to the .\Iounclsvill e, \\'. \' a . Church. In October, 19 11 , 
he became pastor o f the Crabapple Church in St. Clairsville. 0. Presby­

te ry where he se rved until July, 1920. He then se rved as pastor at 
\\ ·oodsfie ld, 0. until hi s retirement in April 1924. H e died al \\'oods­
field o n Jul y 23 , 1925, just a s h.:: n time before the holding of the Cen­

te nni a l Celebrat ion o f .\I t. P rospect Church. 
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.1 !\ .\ IL::S 1\ . CL.:\\T\GHA:--I (1902- 190+) 

In :\ove mber, 1902, the R ev. J. i\. Cunn ing ham , ,rh o had been 

reared in a n adj o ining congregation. ente red upon his dutie s as pastor 
of th is chu rch. 

H e was a man of firm convictions and ,,·as a zeal ous 11·o rker for 

the ca use o f Ch ri st. During :-Ir. Cunningha m 's pasto rate. nre nty 

pe r:' c)ns were added to the ch urch ro ll. 

Dece mbe r 26. 1903, .\ Ioun ,. Prospect lost o ne of her best men. 
11·hcn death removed Alexander \ 'ince nt .\IcG ugin , 1d10 had served 

as ~,n elde r since hi s o rdinati on in 1867. Th e influence o f such a god lr 
man ll'i ll no t soon pass . 

. \ Lr. Cunningham , in pain ~ o f se rvice. heads the li s t of :- fo u nt 
Prc,:<pect' s living mini s ters and co-day is li v ing in retirement at Front 

R o:,a l. \ ' a. After leaving .\It. Pros pect he se n ·ed pastorates in the 
Prc;bne ry of Syracuse, :\ell' Y o rk. 

J !\ .\ lES E . .\IILLER (1905 - 1909) 

Th e in sta ll at ion of th e R ev. J. E . .\Iill e r, September 1905 . marked 

the beginning o f a pasto rate that is a ve ry pleasa nt mem orv to the 

pec·:, Ie of .\ fo un t Prospect. 

The yea r previous to the beg in ning o f .\Ir. ~\Iill e r's work, we reach­

ed ,ur I011· water-mark in both members hip and financ e. Th is 11·a s in 
par: due to the moving of a large nu mber of membe rs fr om the bound s 

of ,, ur congregati on. During the four yea rs t hat :-Ir. :--Iill e r ,rnrked 

at .\ lount P rospect, the church ro ll showed a tota l ga in o f e ig hty-tll'o 

ne,r members, a nd rhe fin a ncia l conditi on of the church steadil y im­

prc-1-cd with the ad op tion of the dup lex enve lope sys tem . The sess ion 
ga,·c permi ss io n to t he pasto r to conduct eve nin g se rv ices in th e vi ll age 

of Hickory . At fi rst, the se rvices were held fo rtni ghtly. but after six 
ml ::r hs, regular weekly se rvice, ,,·ere conducted . 

Tn :\ ove mber 1008, Eben~zer Graham Em ery (1908- 1919) \\'a s 

m . .-:c a member o f the sess ion . 

. \Irs. J. E. .\Jilter sa w the need of a young 1rnmen's mi ss iona ry 

so:: c t~· and in .\ f arch 1908, the sess ion gave pe rmi ss ion fo r such a n 

o r~:.11 iza t1 on. Th e efforts of .\Irs . .\Iill er a nd :--Irs . J o hn 1·. Dinsmore 

reo ·.il ted in th e fo rm at ion of the E sther :--IcGugi n Cha pter of the \Vest­
nfr1,ter Gu il d. 

22 



1825 .\J OG:'\T PROSPECT 1950 

It \\·as ,rith reluctance that i.he cong regati on accepted the resi gna­

tion of .\Ir . .\[il le r in the year 1909. Havin g located in the Pittsburg h 

dist rict he is a frequent and welcome visito r at .\fount Prospect, ha,·ing 

add ressed the congregation on many spec ia l occas ions. 

l"R JAH \\ . .\fi\C.\fILLA\." (19 10- 19 13) 

The in sta ll at ion o f the R e, ·. l · . \\· . .\Iac.\fillan took place .'\ovc:mbe r 

18. 19 10. The reco rd s sho,1· sixty -nine accessions durin g the tliree 
yea rs that .\Ir . .\Iac .\fill a n served this ch urch. H e was a ve ry '.lble 

man in the pulpit, a good orga nizer and a n untirin g worker, both in 

the church a nd comm uni ty. 

During thi s pas to rate, Dr. .\lac .\[illan and Eld e r J ohn H . .\filler 

of this Church se rved as Commissioners from W as hin gto n Presb>·te ry 
to the meeting of General Assemb ly held at L oui sv ill e, K y . in 19 12. 

On .I ul y 20, 19 I 2 . . \Ir. J ohn H aynes .\fill e r, died. H e had se n·ed 

this ch urch faithfull y in t he capac ity of e lde r fo r a lm ost th irn·-s ix 

years. Th e follmr in g is a part of a resoluti on of sympa th y 2dopted by 

the sess ion s hortlv after the de2th of .\Ir. .\fille r: "For more than 
thirty-five years, he se rved as a fa ithf ul membe r of this sess ion a nd 

wa s not o nly highly esteemed by thi s congrega ti on a nd entire com­

munity , but wa s recognized and respected thro ugh the Presbyter, . 

B y hi s death , th is sess ion has lost one of its most wort hy ser\'a nts . 
the Church a devoted friend , and the co mmuni ty an upri g ht and us ef ul 

citizen." 

.\Ir . .\Iac .\Iillan a fter leavi ng t hi s communi ty was pastor of t he 

Presby te rian Church o f Old Concord, P enn sy lva nia. Some time later. 

he fo und it necessa ry on accoun t of ill health , to retire from the active 
m1111stry. He spent the last years of hi s life at Glenshaw, P a . \\·here 

his death occurred June 6, I 939. 

J\DOLPHCS F. i\LEXJ\)JDER ( 1914-1 923) 

Ear ly in 1914, the Rev. J\. F. Alexander, D. D. , bega n hi s pas to r­
ate 11·ith us as stated sup ply a nd continued until .\ Iarch 1923. A man 

o f hi s type \\·as needed at that particular time, and hi s work ,ms so 
accep table that he was no t re leased until nine yea rs late r. 

Dr. Alexande r's life was a varied one, having phases quite fo re ign 

to his life-work. H e se rved a ll but a few m onths of the four years 
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of the Civil \\" ar, and, fo ll owing this, he 1\·as trained for the legal 
profession. After practicing la 11· for a short time, he prepared for 

the ministry, in I 878 he 11:as licensed and, in 1880. his ordination took 
place. 

He came lO us after the prime of life, but with a sp iritu al maturit:· 
tha t exe rted an influence far beyond the bounds of the congregation. 
H e 11·as filled IVith ]e ve and zeal for the soul s of men and \\'as re1·ered 

by all \\'ho knew him, though he sh unned earthly p ra ise. Feeling his 
plff,ical inability to conti nue the work, he asked to be released in 
:.\Ia r.:h 1923. Hi s death occurr..-:d at D ormont, but little more than a 
year after hi s leav in g :.\lount Pros pect. /\pril 6, 1924, the funeral 
sen·ice was held in this church and his many friend s from this and 

nei ghborin g communities, united in paying their last tr ibutes of respect 
and love. It is said that no such widespread so1-ro11· has been 11· itnessed 
in this part of the county since the death of Dr. J o hn Stockton in 1882. 

During Dr. Alexander's tenure, the church increased in member­

ship. reaching a total of 355 members in 1915 . .'\or on ly 11·as there an 
in crease of membership but a cor responding increase of finance was 
reco rded . In 1920, the total gifts of the chu rch to missions amounted 
to ~3,96 1. J\ ch ildren' s :.\[i ssionary Society-The Light Bearers­

was o rganized in 19 17. 

Four of the elders of this church died during these years-.] a mes 
F. Hill, J anuary 13, 19 16, fifty-seven yea rs after hi s in stallation; James 
R eed Lyle , :.\larch 22, 19 16, having se rved fo rty-s ix years as elder; 
J acob F. :.\IcDowe ll , Octobe r 19 18, afte r twenty-five years of se rvice; 
Ebenezer C . Emery, :.\lay 29, 19 19, having served ten and a half years 

as ~ ruling elder. The influence of such Christian leaders can never 
die. a nd the life of the church to-day bea rs t he impress of their de­

voti,,n . purit)'. and faithfulness . 

Th ose elected to the session during this pasto rate we re J ames . .\ . 
:.\ IcCugin , J ames P. :.\lcCarrell and Riddi le S. Rankin , :day 9, 19 14. 

D\nGHT 13. DA nDSO.'\ ( I 923- I 927) 

In :.\larch 1923, a unanimous cal l was extended to the R ev. Dwight 
B . Dav idson. He began his wo rk April I , 1923, no time elapsing be­

t1r ecn the release of Dr. Alexander and the beginning of this pas­
tor~.te . :.\Ir. Davidson received his tra ining at \Vooster College, 
P r;nceton Cnivers ity and Princeton Theological Seminary. His ordin-
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ation too k ]• lace at Detroit, .\Ii ch igan, in .\lay 19 19, imm ed iate!:· pre­

ceding his \\·ork as assistan~ pastor of the Woodward Avenue Presby­
ter ian Church of that city. Th en follov,ed a yea r's work on the mission 

field in ,\l berta, Canad a, after 11·hich he came to this church. 

I n Jun e 1923. the Christi:in Endeavor Society was re-organized 

and since that time the Young P eople's 1-rnrk has been sign ifi cant. 
The need of trained leade rsh ip 11·as fe lt a nd resulted in the adol'tion 

o f the plan of sending d eleg,!tes each year to Y oung People's Summer 
C onferences. 

It was during thi s pastorate that our Church ro unded o uL One 

Hundred Years of g lo ri o us history. Thi s eve nt was suitably cele­
brated 11·ith an Anniversa ry obse rv a nce which was held at the Church 

on Saturday and Sunda y, August 8 and 9, 1925. For thi s occasion, 
a 1·ery complete hi sto ry of t he Church had been prepared and publish­

ed and 1ras read by the P astor. A Congregational basket picnic 1ras 

held on Saturday on the Church law n, and during the same aftern oon 

a ve ry en joyable hi sto ri ca l program was presented. \Iembe rs of the 

choir in costumes dating back to the early days of the Ch urch rendered 
seve ral spec ial mu s ical numbers. The main address was deli1·ered 

by the R ev . B. F. H eany, P asto r of the First Presbyterian Church of 
.\IcDonald. a nd other vis iting ministers brought greet in gs . The .\ nni­

versary Sermon 11·as del ivered on Sunday morning by o ur former pas­

tor. the R ev. J ames E . .\Iill e r of Pittsb urgh. 

During Rev. Dav id son's p:t,torate the :\ew Service Pe ns ion Plan 

fo r ministers 11·as adopted by \I t. Prospect Church. l n the summer 
of 1926 the Boa rd of Trustees had the church building re-m ode led 

·,rhich resulted in the creation of seve ral additiona l class rooms for the 

use of the ch ildren's and young peop les' classes of the Sunday School. 

The ch urch was re-d ed icated in an im pressive se rvice held on Sunday 

mornin g October 17, 1926. Again the serm on was delivered by R ev. 

I a mes E . .\Iille1. A g rand piano for use of the ch urch was purchased 

about this time . 

.\Ir. D av idson's pastorate was marked by a net ga in in the mem­

bersh ip of the church of 129, the tota l of commun icants at the close 
being 342 me mbers. H av ing received a ca ll to a ch urch at Barnes-

1·ille. Ohio. on Feb. 20, 1927 .\Ir. Davidson asked to be released from 
Li1e pastorate here. He se rved the Barnesville Church for 14y; :·e:i.rs 
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and srn ce 19-1-2 he has been pastor of the :\Iilton Presbyterian Church 
at Rittman , Ohio. 

Although this pastorate wa'i relatiYely short, yet on account of the 
major events occuring within it, ir is rated as one of the outsta nding in 
the Church's history . \Ir. David son' s ab ility as an expounder of the 
truth of the Sc ri ptures in Bibl e Class and pulpit and his kindly and 
effective leadersh ip of sess ion and congrega tion marked a high point 
111 the Church's history as she started her second ce nturv of service 
in thi s community. 

RE\ ·. JOSEPHS. :\IORLEDGF ( 192 7-l930) 

Th e interim fo llowina the res ignation of R ev . D avidson was short. 
On Apr il 9, 192 7, less tha n six weeks after the close of the formL:r 
pasto rate, the congregation issued a ca ll for the pastoral se rvices of 
J oseph S. ~\ Iorledge and this ca ll was immediately accepted. \Ir. 
:\lorledge, a grad uate of Grove City Coll ege, was completing hi s sem­
inary course at Princeton, and he came on to the field on June 1 fol­
l0\1·i ng his grad uation. 

At th is time the church organization was in an especially flourish­
ing condition, sin ce the church pbnt had just bee n made fairly adequate 
for its needs and a sp irit of unusual harmony preva il ed in the con­
gregation. 

\Ir. tiorledge soon initi ated the plan of preach ing a short se rm on 
to the ch ildren just preceding the regular se rmon . \\·eekl y ch urch 
bulletins were provided, mission study classes we re conducted and a 
plan fo r bus transportation from the vi ll age of H ickory to the ch urch 
11·as put into operation . 

The adu lt classes of the Sunday School we re organi zed about 
this time. 

The eldershi p of the Church was increased during this pastorate 
b1· the elect ion on April 7, 1929 of J. Albert Coope r, ]. Bucha nan :\Ian­
son, f\l vin D. \\ 'hite, a grandson of J. Reed L yle and a great-great­
gra nclson of R obert Lyle, both fo rmer elders here, and Andrew Don­
an ld son :\IcCarrell , a grandson of Andrew D onaldson, fo rm er elder 
in this ch urch. \Ir. Cooper se rved until his removal to Pittsburgh in 
1936 and the others cont inu e to serve in this office at the present time. 

The membership of the church continued to in crease at a healthy 
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rate during .\Ir . . \ Ior ledge's pastorate, a nd on April 9, 1930, when he 

asked to be re leased, the total membership wa s 410. 

R ev .. \Ir. i\Iorledge as s um ed the pasto rate o f the Third Ch urch at 
\\' ashington, Pa. 11·he re he se n ·cd until 1934, then go ing to the Sixth 
Church of Pittsburgh 11·here he is st ill serv ing. 

/\ forcef ul speake r. an active pastor and a man of great sp!r itual 
attainme nts, Dr. .\ Iorledge has se1Ted his pastorates with g reat cred it 
to himself and, we believe, 11·ith great spiritua l g rowth of rhc people 
to whom he has mini ste red so eff,xtua ll y . 

COR\:ELll-S S. THO.\IJ\S ( 1930- 1950) 

During the summ e r o f 1930 t he pulp it was fill ed by a number of 
supplies, one of who m was a Hi ckory boy, .\Iarsha ll D. Berry hill. t hen 
ente rin g his Senior year at \\' este rn Sem in a ry, who preached here Oil 

severa l occas ions. Earl y in Ocrnbe r of that year another yo un g man, 
a lso a Senior at \\'estern p reached once o r t11·ice at .\I t . P rospect. On 
::\ov. 18, 1930 the cong regation cleciclecl to iss ue a ca ll to Cornel ius 
S. Thomas, 1d10 accepted and se rved the cong regation as studen t 
supply from D ec. l , 1930 un t il .\Iarch 27, 193 1 when he was ordained 
and reg ul a rl y in stalled as pastor. That relationsh ip wil l be terminated 

o n Aug ust 27, 1950 af te r a pasto rate o f onl y a few mon ths sho rt of 
twenty years, th e longest in the hi story of this C hurch. 

Thi s pasto rate being both the longest and the most recen t has 
been fi ll ed with many events ind icat ing the p rog ress o f the Church 

during thi s pe ri od . On April I , 193 1 the membersh ip o f the Church 
1rns .J.56 and at the close of the pastorate it is almost 600. J\ 11 de­
pa rt me nts of the church have grmn1 and prospered in sp ite o f t he 
dep ress ion which marked the ea rl y yea rs of .\Ir. Thoma s' term and 

\\'o riel \\' a r II late r. 

On Dece mber I 0, 193 3 a test im oni a l recep ti o n was held at t he 
church fo r :\Ir. H erbert S. Buchanan who had se rved as a mem ber 
a nd d irec tor of the choir for more tha n 45 yea rs, a nd fo r .\Ir. J o hn P. 
\\ ' hire, Sr. the n our se nior c ide r who had completed 40 yea rs as a 
member of the sess io n. .\I r. Whi te died the fo ll owing yea r, o n .\Iay 
29. 1934 and .\Ir. Bu chanan 's death occ urred o n :\ovem ber 26, I q49_ 

In Janu a ry , 1935 th e Parish Plan for di stricting the cong rega ti on 
for ove rs ig ht bv the sess io n was in stituted. 
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On .\larch 3, 1936 death ca me to Elder R iddi le S. Rankin 1'"110 
had ;c rvcd in that high o ffice s ince .\ [ay 9, 19 1+. 

Un Sunday, J\ugust 9, 1936 a H ome-Coming Sen:ice \\·as cond ucted 
at t :1 e morning worship hour and the R e,· . Fred . G . l(n a uer. a son of 
th e co ng regati on delivered th e message. 

On September 27. I 936 th~ fc ll 011· in g \\·e re e lected to the ses:;ion 
of t:1 c ch urch : J. !\Iva n Bell , \\·ho had sc n ·ed in the same office at 

Center Presbyterian Church nea r Canonsburg, \ \'. Lee CO\\'Clen, 11·hc 
had :0e1Tcd in .\It. Pleasa nt C P. Church of Hicko ry, S. Ed11·in .\fille r. 
a , on of .\ It. Prospect's fo rm e r cid er. J oh n H . .\[ il ler, a nd Bo:·d .\. 
Em c1T , son of Ebenezer G . Emery, a lso a forme r cider here. .\ II of 
th c,c men arc now se rving in t hi s offic e. 

On f ebru a r:· 8. 193 8 the You ng Peoples' Soc iety of Christian 
En ca , ·o r celebrated the 50th anniversary o f its founding. Our former 
pas w r. the Rev. Dwight B. D av id son 1ras present and spoke at th is 
scrncc. Thi s yo un g pec ples' o rga niza ti on had its beginning during 
the ;' astoratc of Rev. T. R. Al exa nde r on Febr ua ry 8. I 888 . 

On J anuary 7, 1940 the Tru stees annou need the com pl etc I iq uid a­
ti on L)f the ch urch debt, which had bee n incurred du r ing the re-m odel ­

ing L>f t he ch urch plant seve ral years previous to thi s time. Thi s 
e,-cm 11·as ce lebrated at a .\Iortgage Burnin g ce rem ony held on F eb­

ru a r: · I 8. I 94-0. The Hamm ond El ect ri c O rgan was in sta ll ed and 
use,: first at the Easte r mo rnin g se rv ice on .\la rch 2+. 19+0 . The 
dcLL:,nion se rvice was he ld on th e follo\\·ing J uly 2 1st. 

On J\ pril 20. 194 1 the l 16t h a nniversa ry of the fo unding o f the 
chur~h 11·as obse rved. Rev . Th omas preached on the them e : \ \'he re 

the Saints Ha1·e Trod . On J\pril 20, 194 7 the 122nd anni,·ersary 
was :0im ilarly celebrated with the pastor p reach ing on: The Good Old 
D a,·c. Both o f these anniversar:' dates fel l on Sunday . 

Three yo ung men have entered the Ch ri stian ministry durin g 
thi s l'asto rate: R owland H ughes W hi te, now se rv ing as pasto r of th e 
P rccb:·te ri an Ch urch at );e~· Wi lm ington, P enna ., J a mes Pau l .\ Ic­
Gugin . who served pastorates in the P resbyte ry of Hun tingdon, Penna. 
and is n0\1· chapla in at San Q uentin Pri son nea r San F ranc isco, Calif. . 
a nd \\. illi a m J\ r t hu r Hulick, w ho, a fte r spending seve ral yea rs in the 

active m ini stry, is now on the facu lty of Cen te r C oll ege in Ketitucky. 

J\11 of t hese men se rved as chapla in s in t he a rm ed fo rces o f their 
cou ntr:· d urin g W orl d Wa r II. 
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On Jul~- 19, 1942 the Service Fl ag used for members of thi s Chu rch 
111 se rvice during \Yorlc.l \\' ar T wa s re-ded icated a nd used again for 
members of t he cong rega ti on who se rved in \\' o riel \\' ar JI. Seventy­
seven men and women o f the ch urch served in thi s la tter confli ct, of 
11·hom five made the Suprem e sac rifice: \\' ay ne Scott, J ames .\IcDowell, 
J o hn \\' illiam s, :-Ialco lm Din smore and Charles D otts. During the 
month of October 1943 , .\Ir. Thomas was gran ted leave by the con­
g regat ion to se rve as Camp P astor at \forehead C ity, .:\. C. 

ln a n impress ive Communi on se rvice held o n J a nu a ry 16, 1944, 
a .\lemo ri a l Comm uni on Tabl t and Linens for the same, toget her 

with new Book R acks, a ll the gifts o f the \\'o rthwhil c Class o f t he 
Sunday School, were ded icated. The Table was g iven as a .\Iemorial 
to deceased teachers of the class : \ frs. Vinta Paul .\ IcGugin , \Ir. 
Riddil e S. Rankin , \Irs. Annie Mclllvaine, :-Ii ss .\Iin nie .\ Ianso n and 
.\Ir. A. C. Stamy. Th e members of thi s active o rga nization 11·e re the 

donors also of a new Pul p it Bibl e g ive n to the church in honor o f the 
men a nd 1rnmen in the arm ed se rvices during W orld \\' a r II. This 

gift was approp riately ded icated at the F ounders' D ay se n-i ce on 
Ap ril 20, 19.50. 

On :\Iay 14, 1945 the .\Ii ss ionary spirit of .\ [t. Pros pect aga in 

manifes ted itse lf in the o rgani za ti on of the Mary S. Lyle :-Ii ss ionary 
Society by young women o f ,he church . ~Ir. Tho mas e nco uraged 
a nd ass isted with the deve lopment of a prog ram of \~·cckday R eli ­
gio us ins truction 11·h ich was car ri ed on in co-opera ti o n with t he .\It. 

Pl easant T1rp. High School during the yea rs 1946- 194 ' . 

On April 6, 1947 the members hi p of the sess ion was agai n a ugment­
ed by t he electio n as elders of \ ' incent :-I. Paul , a gra ndson of former 
elde r Al ex \ '. \IcGugin and a g reat-gra nd son of forme r elder 1\ ndrew 
D ona ldson, Clare .\I. \\ .h ite, son of fo rm er elder J oh n P. \\'hite, Sr. 

gra nd son of fo rm er elder J o hn H . .\Iill er, grea t-g randson o f cider James 
Hughes and g reat-g reat-g ra ndson of elders \\'illi am Hu g hes a nd R o­
be rt Lyle, a nd Dr. joh n K . \IcCa rrell , nep hew of cider J ames P . 

.\ fcCa rrell. 

On October 1, 1948 t he .:\ell' Curriculum of the Prcsbvtcrian 

Board of Christian Educa ti on was adopted fo r use in the Su nd ay 

School. 
On \Iarch 9, 1949 E lder J ames Patterson .\fcCarrcll who had 

se rved s ince \Iay 9, 19 14 1rns called ho me. 
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Un the evening of April 20, 1950 a service \\"a s held at the church 
111 observance of the I 25th Anniversary of the establishment of the 

congregation . At ,his se rv ice our forme r pasto r R ev . Jam es E. :. Ii lier 
ga,-c the address, speaking appropriately on " R ecollections''. Special 
mu sical numbers rendered by a quartette ,~·ere "The Church in the 
Wilchrnod" and "The Church by the Side of the R oad." Elder James 
~\IcGugin spoke briefly on the history associated with the founding 
of the church here . 

. \ , this pasto rate dra~·s near its close, the congregation is planning 

a funher observance of its I 25th An ni versary to be held d urin g the 
first ,n.:e k-end of August. A Hi sto rical Pageant will be p resented on 
Frida,· e,·ening and the Church picnic wil l be held on Saturda), this 
to be foll011"ed by a Fellowship service Saturday afternoon. On Sun­
day morning, August 6, the congregation will worship at a Home­
coming service and the observance will close on Sunday afternoon with 
a Commun it~· Historical se rvice. \\"e hope to have all former ministers 
of the congregation present for this birthday occasion . 

On June 25, 1950 the Rev . .:\Ir. Thomas asked to be released from 
the pa,torate of th is church so that he m ight accept a call recently re­
cei,·c.J from the Fourth Presbyte rian Church of Pittsburgh. In this 
requ e,t to be presented to \\"asliington Presbytery the congregation 

joincJ \\·ith regret. .:\Ir. Thomas expects to take up the work of his 
ne,1· c:iarge on Septembe r I , 1950. 
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The present offi ce rs of the church, in addit ion to th e sess ion. arc 

as fo llows : 

Cha irm a n of Congregation . ... . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .... .. .. . A. D. \\" H ITE 

Sec reta rr of Congregati on .. . . .. .. .. . . . . ..... .\IRs. J. R . H E."\ DERso:s: 

Fi nanc ial Sec reta ry and Treas urer .. . . . .. . . .. . ... .. CLARE .\I. \ \" H ITE 

/ J Al\ IES R. B uc H.\ ."\.-\."\ 

\ H ARR Y D. \VH ITE 
Tru stees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R . LEE ADAl\ tso:s: 

( 

H ARRY C . . \ IARSI-lr\ LL 

R OBERT \\". CO\\"DE ."\ 

Supe rin te nd ent of the Sund ay Sc hool . . .. . . . . .. ALEX C. B EAlJl\!AIUA GE 

1\ ss istant Superi ntendent .. . . ... . .. ... . . . . . .. . . . . R OBERT 1\ . \\' IL.sos 

Secreta ry-Treasurer . .. .... . . . ........... . . . rd, ss H E LE i\ C.-\LD\\"ELL 

T en mrn 1ste rs ha ve gone from Lh e congregation: D av id R . Camp­

be ll , .J ames Alli son, \,\'ill iam Ful to n, Willi am R. Vincent, D avid Hughes, 

.\ Ic:'\a ry F orsythe, F red C . Kn auer, R owland H . \\ 'h iLe, J ames P . 

.\ IcC ugin and W illi am A. Hulick. .\Ir. K na uer was our one fo reign 

miss iona ry, spendi ng a number of yea rs in Afr ica, but bein g fo rced to 

ret urn to t hi s coun try on accoun t of ill hea lt h in hi s fa mil y. He was 

in 1925 loca ted in ~\ Iad ison, :'\ebras ka, as p~sto r of t he Presbyte ri an 

Church of that place. W e qu ote fro m a let te r rece ived by R ev. D av id­

son from him on Jul y 25 , 1925 : " P ermit me, as a brother m1n1 ster, 

to congratulate yo u upon being .\fount P rospec t's pasto r a t chi s, 

he r century mil estone. l coun t it both a privilege and an honor to 

have bee n a mong her members. \\' ha t the Cni ted Sta tes has 111 ean t 

to me as a cit ize n, that, .\ fount P rospect Church has mea nt to me as 
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a Christ ian a nd a m1111 ste r. In her fell ows hip, I have ga in ed the 

large r o utlook and b road er place of se rvi ce . She has bee n ho me and 

mot her to me. .\Iay her honorable reco rd of se rvice during the past 

ce ntury be not onl y contin ued but far ecl ipsed , a nd ma y yo u as her 

pastor, be enab led to gi,·e her the right momentum and direction at 

thi s. the turn o f the road ." As previously noted , :-Ir. Knaue r v is ited 

here a nd preached t he H ome Coming se rm on on Aug ust 9, ]936. This 

v1·as hi s last vis it here. H e served churches at :\el son, :dad ison and 

Sc\\·ard. :\ebr. a nd his death occurred at the last na med place on 

\:o,·c mbc r 27 , 1948. 

An other of our members, _\Ii ss Alice :-Iill c r, daug hter o f J ohn 

Hay nes r-.Iill c r, worked fo r e ight yea rs, as a ho me mi ss ionary in Texas, 

unde r the B oa rd o f Freedmen. 

!\mong our la ity, a re many 1\·ho ha ve just as zea lously as those 

named , v1·orked for the advance men t of the Kingd o m. 

Th oug h we cann ot trace to t heir close the widening circles of in­

Aucnce that ha ve res ulted fro m th e o rganization o f 1\Iount P rospect, 

Yet \\·c can confidently say, 

"Grow old a lo ng with me; the best 1s yet to be; 

Our tim es a rc in Hi s hand, who sa ith, 

'A whole I planned; youth shows but half, 

Trust God. sec a ll , no r be afraid.'" 
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